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This nicely-presented volume, printed on good- 
quality paper with excellent reproduction of pho- 
tographs, is based on a symposium held in Sep- 
tember 1980 in honour of Dame Honor Fell, for- 
mer director of the Strangeways Research 
Laboratory. This distinguished institution has a 
fascinating history as described by Dame Honor 
Fell herself in the introduction. Would that there 
were more scientists with the determination of Dr 
Strangeways alive today (or perhaps there are but 
they are not recognized until after their death!). 
The central theme of the volume is how ceils in- 
teract with and influence other cells in patholog- 
ical processes, ince the Strangeways laboratory es- 
tablished its reputation in studying inflammation 
and connective tissue disease. There are chapters 
on neutrophil secretion, the participation of mac- 
rophages and monocytes in inflammation, chemo- 
kinesis and chemotaxis, fibroblast adhesion and 
movement, lymphocyte and granulocyte interac- 
tion with endothelium, control of the proliferation 
of capillaries and smooth muscle cells, platelets, 
and cell cooperation i  tissue destruction. Finally, 
the role of proteases in the degradation of cartilage 
matrix and as mediators of inflammation is dis- 
cussed, as is the effect of retinoids. I was disap- 
pointed to see so little mention of the role played 
by oxygen radicals in these processes, however. 
The chapters are well written and the authors 
have taken the trouble to set their work in perspec- 
tive. I recommend this volume highly. 
B. Halliwell 
Recent Progress on Kinins 
Agents and Actions Supplements," volume 9
Edited by H. Fritz, G. Dietze, F. Fiedler and G.L. Haber land 
Birhiiuser- Verlag; Basel Boston, Stuttgart, 1982 
708 pages. SFr. 118.00 
This large book contains a rather intimidating 
hotch-potch of short articles on various aspects of 
kinin research. It will be of use to specialists in 
the kallikrein/kininogen/kinin/kininase (KKKK) 
field, but of relatively little appeal to students or 
researchers in related areas. The articles are ex- 
panded versions of 111 of the 172 posters hown at 
the Munich Kinin '81 Conference; all contain orig- 
inal research data with adequate methodological 
information, discussion and references in a 4-5 
page format. The invited lectures which were pre- 
sented at the Conference are to be published sepa- 
rately by Plenum Press, and I guess that they might 
provide a better and more balanced overview of 
recent progress in this rapidly expanding field. 
Nevertheless, there are good things here. Several 
kinin growth areas do especially well: purification 
and RIA of kininogens; chromogenic substrates to 
differentiate plasma and glandular kallikreins; pu- 
rification, analysis and inhibition of various ka- 
llikreins; RIA of kinins in blood ('physiological' 
levels now seem to have gone down to the tens of 
picograms per millilitre range); release of compo- 
nents of the kinin system in experimental disease 
230 
Volume 146, number 1 FEBS LETTERS September 1982 
states; the renal kinin system in animals and man 
(as convoluted as ever!) and its relationship to re- 
nin activation. Other exciting growth areas are 
conspicuous for their near absence: characterisa- 
tion of Bl and B2 kinin receptor subtypes, initia- 
tion of kinin synthesis by leukocyte-dependent 
pathways; interrelationships between kinins and 
prostaglandins; central nervous system functions 
of the kallikrein-kinin system; non-mammalian 
kinins. Some of these omissions may be due 
basically to the unexpected geographical mix of 
the contributors - there were relatively few par- 
ticipants from the UK'-and USA, but strong repre- 
sentation from South America, Japan and the 
European mainland. 
In short this is a very mixed bag with minority 
appeal. 
J.R.S. Hoult 
Pathophysiology of Calcium, Phosphorus and Magnesium 
Disorders o f  Mineral  Metabolism; volume 3 
Edited by F. Bronner and J.W. Coburn 
Academic Press," New York, London, 1981 
xiv + 522 pages. $62.00 
This book should be considered as a source of 
reference, illustration and detail rather than read- 
ing for primary acquisition of knowledge. The ap- 
proach is predominantly clinical and thorough, 
ranging towards encyclopaedic; the latter charac- 
teristic might be expected as the disorders consid- 
ered are diverse in nature, the difficulties in diag- 
nosis obvious and the pathology frequently 
multiple. This results in a necessarily complex 
style, somewhat flavoured with case histories. The 
references are extensive, occupying - l/5th of this 
fairly substantial book; however, most of the refer- 
ences are mostly of recent vintage extending to 
1979, so they represent a wealth of relatively new 
information, ot a simple, historical accumulation. 
The subject matter is not exclusively clinical, there 
is a reasonable coverage of areas of more academic 
interest such as the osteopetrotic mutations of lab- 
oratory animals and the possible role of magne- 
sium in the control of cell proliferation. The sec- 
tion on magnesium etabolism is noticeably more 
experimental in approach rather than clinical and 
pathological. 
The 7 well-chosen sections are: disorders of 
bone resorption; osteoporosis; calcium nephro- 
lithiasis; calcium metabolism in renal failure; par- 
athormone, acid-base balance and calcium me- 
tabolism; disorders of phosphorus metabolism; 
and disorders of magnesium metabolism. Most 
sections are well illustrated but there is a notice- 
able paucity of tables, figures and illustrations in 
the sections on bone resorption and osteoporosis; 
representative microradiograms, for example, 
would have helped to make a point here. 
The subject matter of this book is similar to a 
slightly earlier book edited by B.E.C. Nordin, 
while the tone of the present book is more clinical, 
the overlap between the two books is nonetheless 
considerable. Neither book refers to the vitamin 
K-dependent sequestering bone protein osteo- 
calcin so it would seem to be inevitable that re- 
search in this area will lead, fairly shortly, to an- 
other substantial volume. 
M.W. Robins 
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